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Dear [Contact Name],
Soon, I will be travelling to [City, Country] to volunteer with the Uniterra program. A unique international volunteer cooperation program, Uniterra empowers Canadians like me to have a direct and positive impact on people's lives in developing countries.
Uniterra is jointly managed by World University Service of Canada (WUSC) and the Centre for International Studies and Cooperation (CECI). Since 2004, they have sent more than 3,000 Canadians to 14 countries in Africa, Latin America and Asia. Uniterra volunteers work in partnership with organizations to support local initiatives. Together, we are reducing poverty and creating opportunities for women and youth around the world.
Today, an alarming 73.4 million youth between the ages of 15 - 24 are unemployed. In developing countries, young women face particularly bleak economic futures. In these countries, women are more likely to be engaged in unpaid care work, work in informal economies and work in vulnerable employment.
Without secure, meaningful and rewarding employment, youth in developing countries remain unable to break the cycle of poverty. 
Yet new opportunities are emerging. New global partnerships and strengthened international collaborations are creating new jobs and promoting new forms of innovative entrepreneurship. When empowered with the knowledge and skills required to access these new economic opportunities - as a workforce of 1.2 billion people - youth can play a pivotal role in driving economic development in their communities and their countries. 
That's why Uniterra focuses on promoting economic opportunities through international volunteer cooperation. In support of this mission, I will be volunteering for [mandate duration] with [partner organization] to share knowledge and develop solutions toward improving economic conditions in [Country]. Our goal is to ultimately make markets more inclusive for youth and women.
You can help improve the lives of youth and women. Before I leave, my goal is to raise [$ amount] for the Uniterra program. I want to ensure that Canadians continue to play an important role in improving lives around the world. Your donation will contribute to this mission by supporting Uniterra's partners overseas - critical actors that are driving positive change in their communities.

Please help me build a brighter future for youth and women. Consider making a donation online at [url] or by mail to [WUSC/CECI], indicating my full name in the notes section ([Full Name]). Please find the mailing addresses for [WUSC/CECI] below.
Thank you for your generosity.
I encourage you to learn more about Uniterra by visiting www.uniterra.ca. 
[Optional:] If you would like to follow my personal volunteer story, please follow me on Facebook at [Name of Facebook account] or bookmark my blog at [url] to receive regular updates from [Country], starting in [month of departure].
Sincerely,
[bookmark: h.30j0zll][Your name]
[Your email address]
P.S. When you make a donation in my name to [WUSC/CECI], 100% of your gift will go directly to the Uniterra program. Find out more about the organizations leading this important initiative:
[bookmark: _GoBack]WUSC						CECI
1404 Scott Street				3000 Rue Omer Lavallée				
Ottawa, ON, K1Y 4M8				Montreal, QC, H1Y 3R8
wusc@wusc.ca					info@ceci.ca 
www.wusc.ca					www.ceci.ca 
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